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Application for Green Sanctuary Accreditation
	Congregation Name

	South Church

	Address

	292 State St.
Portsmouth, NH 03801

	Web site

	www.southchurch-uu.org

	Green Sanctuary contact

	Judy Miller

	Address

	777 Middle Rd. Unit 38
Portsmouth, NH 03801

	Phone

	603-433-8572

	Email

	judymil@comcast.net

	Minister or Congregation Leader

	Interim Rev. Elaine Peresluha


Congregational Vote
The Annual Meeting minutes and the statement the congregation voted on are attached. 
Completion of Program Activities – The South Church Action Plan submitted when we applied to seek certification as a Green Sanctuary with updated status is attached.
Worship and Celebration

Arbor Day Service – April 20, 2008

In keeping with our theme of the Tree for our Green Sanctuary Action Plan, our 2008 Earth Day Service was an Arbor Day service.  The service included Native American flute music, the recitation of an Earth Day pledge brought to us by one of our youth, and a reading from “Tree of Life Sermon” by Leslie Pohl-Kosbau. The Reflection for All Ages was “Just a Dream”, a story by Chris Van Allsberg about a boy who learns the value of the environment through a series of dreams. The sermon, “The Rainforest, The Campesino and You” was given by Flo Reed, the director of Sustainable Harvest International, the organization that South Church is fundraising for as our year long environmental justice project.  Flo eloquently described her creation of SHI after being in the Peace Corps in Central America.  SHI teaches sustainable agriculture practices to local farmers in Central America and is making significant improvements in the lives of the farmers and the environment in these countries.  Flo also spoke at the Minister’s Forum after church to explain in detail the work of SHI.  It was attended by 18 people, 17 from South Church and a Board member of SHI.  The idea of designating families in a specific town for our donations and the possibility of having an SHI sponsored Smaller World service trip to that town were discussed.

The service was an opportunity for the congregation to celebrate our accomplishment in the area of environmental activism in general. We also garnered a much better understanding of the situation of small farmers in Central America and what is possible through a personal training program in sustainable farming techniques and how that improves the lives of the farmers. The possibility of South Church members going on a “Smaller World” service trip to Central America was raised.  A special collection for SHI was taken at the service and $1100 was raised.  In terms of South Church, the service provided a well integrated spiritual experience about trees and the environment for the congregation and brought the people who put the service together closer. In preparing for the service the team was also able to provide the minister and Worship Associates with materials and resources from the Ministry for Earth that would help with the integration of environmental themes into worship and programs throughout the year.

Interfaith Sustainability Service – October 19, 2008

As co-hosts and co-planners of the Seacoast Interfaith Sustainability Weekend we were privileged to host the closing worship service for the weekend. This was also our regular Sunday service. This gave us the opportunity to bring together South Church members along with participants in the weekend and it  enhanced the reputation of South Church in the Seacoast community as a significant participant in the ongoing work of faith-based environmental advocacy. It also raised the consciousness in the congregation about our work beyond those who have been involved in the past.

Rabbi Larry Karol offered the Reflection of All Ages in which he integrated an explanation of the Jewish celebration of Sukkoth with the theme of reverence for nature through gratitude for the harvest. The sermon was shared by Rev. Roberta Finkelstein who preached on Genesis 1 and Worship Associate Jennifer Whitten who used as her text a contemporary poetic appreciation for the spirituality of nature. The result was a worship service that brought traditional Judeo-Christian theology together with contemporary earth based spirituality.

Later that fall Rev. Roberta was invited to be the faith based representative on a panel at University of  New Hampshire on climate change and sustainability. The program included scientists and academics as well as representatives from the presidential, senatorial and congressional campaigns.  One of the sponsors was the UU advocacy organization Just Democracy. 

Religious Education

Sustainability Adult Spiritual Enrichment Classes

Oil Before Food – Jan. 20, 2008

John Carroll, professor of Natural Resources at the University of New Hampshire conducted a Forum entitled “Oil Before Food” with an audience of about 50 people with about 20 from South Church..  He explained how oil intensive our food system is with 98% of all the energy coming from oil and gas which includes an average of over 1500 miles that our food travels before we have anything to eat.  He discussed “Peak Oil”, that the production of oil is decreasing and the demand for oil is increasing.  Only about 4-6% of New Hampshire’s  food is produced locally leaving us very vulnerable to food shortages from potential oil shortages.  In order to have an impact on Climate Change, Professor Carroll said we will have to make major changes to our lifestyles such as significant increases in the use of public transportation and the development of local food resources.  He recommended using our tax rebates to invest in energy conservation and local food production. 

The talk brought valuable understanding of the impact of oil on our food supply and what we as individuals and a church can do about it.  Many of us have gotten more involved with local food through CSA’s and Farmer’s Markets.   Professor Carroll was invited to do a sermon at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Portsmouth as a direct result of this talk.  He was also invited to do our 2009 Earth Day service with the topic of “The Soul of Agriculture”. 

Home Energy Audit Workshop - Feb 20, 2008

Laurel McEwen of Stepping Up Green, Leading the Way to Energy Conscious Living, presented a workshop that was attended by 30 people, 11 from South Church and 19 from the community.  Laurel did a presentation on how to do your own home energy audit for heating, hot water and electrical systems in your home using the methodology she used in evaluating her own home.  She has been able to cut her energy costs and carbon emissions by 50%.  She demonstrated how to use a Kill A Watt meter to measure electric usage and gave out several worksheets that people could use for their own home evaluations. 

Outcomes of the workshop included:

· Some people used the Kill A Watt meter to evaluate the electric usage of lamps and appliances in their homes.

· Our minister and husband hired Laurel to do an energy audit of her home.  Her big recommendation was to seal the basement so it would be much less drafty.  They've worked on that and the house is drier and more comfortable and the basement no longer smells of mildew.

· One person learned to take advantage of natural sunlight in her basement.

·  As a result of the Workshop one couple did a lot caulking and insulating of their our electrical outlets and  spray foamed their attic rafters. 

· We provided assistance to the Brentwood Energy Committee to sponsor a workshop with Laurel.

· A recommendation was made to the Portsmouth Public Library that they obtain and loan out a Kill A Watt meter and the book, “The Home Energy Diet” by Paul Scheckel.  The Library has subsequently purchased 2 meters as part of Portsmouth’s participation in the New Hampshire Carbon Challenge.

Minds Alive! Lyceum Book Reading/Signing Frances Moore Lappe – Mar. 18, 2008

In 2008, South Church had a Minds Alive! Lyceum series that brought a number of speakers on various topics to South Church.  The Green Sanctuary Team collaborated with RiverRun Bookstore, an independent bookstore in Portsmouth to bring Frances Moore Lappe, well known for her book “Diet for a Small Planet”, to South Church for a book signing on her latest book, “Getting a Grip, Clarity, Creativity and Courage in a World Gone Mad”.  A reception followed with food provided by Slow Food Seacoast, the local chapter of Slow Food USA.  The book examines original ways of thinking about fear, power, democracy and hope.  Ms. Lappe was a very inspirational speaker and inspired the audience to act on their convictions regarding working for positive changes in the world.

The event was well publicized in the seacoast area and over 200 people attended with about 35 from South Church.  Having this event and the others described below helped to have South Church known in the wider community as a congregation concerned and actively working on environmental and justice issues.

Another outcome of the event was the formation of alliances with RiverRun Bookstore, Seacoast Local  and Slow Food Seacoast.  We were able to take advantage of this in another book signing with Bill McKibben with his book “Deep Economy”.  That event featured a band outside the church and a display by Laundry Line, a group promoting drying laundry outside and was attended by about 350 people with about 30 from South Church.

We partnered again with RiverRun and Seacoast Local to present Alan Weisman on his book “The World Without Us” about how our planet would respond without the relentless pressure of human presence.  154 people attended with about 20 from South Church.  The book was an effective way to show the impact we are having on the Earth by describing what it would be like to have no humans on earth.  The earth would recover.  Weisman offered a potential solution, to limit the birth rate to 1 per female to dramatically lower the world population in 100 years.

Intergenerational Activities

“Arctic Tale” – April 19, 2008

This event was a collaboration of the Green Sanctuary Team and the Intergenerational Activities Committee at South Church. 15 South Church people of various ages attended.  The film told the story of the impact of Climate Change on polar bears.

Walk at Creek Farm – May 18, 2008

26 people from South Church had a picnic at a local nature preserve.  A talk/walk was led by Ryan Young of Society for the Protection of NH Forests and he talked about invasive species in the preserve.  In addition to learning about invasive species, people learned about a new natural area they can return to on their own.  

Very importantly in terms of Green Sanctuary Program goals, the Intergenerational Activities committee has begun initiating activities on their own without the Green Sanctuary Team making suggestions.  These have included showing the film “Wall-E” and a tour of the Great Bay Discovery Center, an educational facility at the Great Bay National Estuarine Preserve.   

Pocket Garden Tour – June 20 – 21, 2008

The South Church annual Pocket Garden Tour included a home with a greenhouse heated by solar energy and an extensive vegetable garden.  Master Gardeners were available to answer questions about organic gardening.  Tour goers had the opportunity to learn about these issues as well as see the beautiful flower gardens on the tour.

Minds Alive! Environmental Speaker David Korten– June 3, 2008

One of our South Church members heard David Korten speak at the UUA General Assembly in 2007 and was very impressed.  He initiated a discussion group on Korten’s book “The Great Turning, From Empire to Earth Community” which was held in 3 sessions with 10 people, 5 from South Church.  A partnership was formed with the Minds Alive! and the Green Sanctuary Team at South Church, the Piscataqua Sustainability Initiative(a seacoast region sustainability organization) and the Dover Friends Meeting to fund and coordinate a book signing with David Korten.  On the evening before the talk, the members of the study group had dinner with David Korten and then prior to the presentation at South Church, they had a small group discussion with him.  119 people attended the book signing with 28 from South Church.

David urged us to “change the stories” from the Empire economy that is becoming increasingly destructive to our children, family, community and nature to stories supporting people, local communities, and the Earth.  An outcome was that one of our members recommended the book for discussion in the Active Retirement Association.  Through the attendees and articles in the local newspapers, David’s message was communicated to many people.  This event also strengthened the connections between South Church, RiverRun Bookstore, Seacoast Local, the Piscataqua Sustainability Initiative and the Dover Friends Meeting.

Sustainable Living

Tree Challenge

This activity has been moved to Environmental Justice with the title Trees R UU’s/Pepperidge Woods.  It has been replaced by the 50- Mile Thanksgiving.

50-Mile Thanksgiving – Nov. 14, 2009

The Green Sanctuary Team partnered with Slow Food Seacoast to have the 50-Mile Thanksgiving at South Church.  The decorations consisting mostly of corn stalks and squashes from a local farmer were reused from a prior birthday celebration.  Slow Food Seacoast provided local heritage turkeys and a local ham.  A seacoast fish store donated a local cod dish.  Pot luck dishes brought by the guests contained at least 1 ingredient from within 50 miles of where they live.  About 10 people from South Church volunteered for the event which was attended by about 80 people with about 15 from South Church. The dinner was followed by a book talk by Novella Carpenter, author of “Farm City, the Education of an Urban Farmer”.

The theme for Green Sanctuary in 2009 has been Friendly Food/Ethical Eating and this event was a terrific way to celebrate eating local, sustainable food. The event was publicized in the Portsmouth Herald.  Hosting this event helped to educate folks in the congregation and the wider community about local, sustainable food and informed the public about the work of Green Sanctuary at South Church.   It also enhanced the relationship between South Church and Slow Food Seacoast. 

Calculate Carbon Footprint 

Using the method learned in the STEM Energy Efficiency Workshop held in the spring of 2007, Peter Somssich, a member of the Green Sanctuary Team, did a calculation of the oil and electricity carbon footprint for the South Church Sanctuary and Karnan House.  This will form the basis for comparisons after most of the changes recommended by for the Oil and Electricity Audits.

Implementation of Oil Energy Audit

An oil audit of South Church was conducted on July 18, 2007 by Lamprey Oil, our provider.  The following recommendations have been implemented.

· Minimize the moisture in the boiler room both for the sake of the equipment and for improvement of its operation:  In 2008 - 2009, the boiler room was sealed, cleaned out so stored items would not retain moisture and work was completed to repair damage to the boilers from moisture. 
· Evaluate the heating zones and schedule of heat uses:  This is an ongoing process.  In 2009 we mapped all the zones.  Separate areas have separate thermostats. 
Implementation of Electric Energy Audit

There was an audit by our electricity company, Public Service of New Hampshire(PSNH) on August 3, 2007.  The following recommendations were partially or fully implemented.

· Replace or rebuild windows in the basement with better insulated versions:  The windows were replaced in winter/spring of 2009. 
· Consider switching to LED lights for exit lights:  Completed in Dec. 2007.

· Encourage using lights less in the Sanctuary, not needed on sunny and moderately sunny days: trying but not everyone is cooperating.

· Take out light bulbs that are not necessary, that do not add anything to atmosphere of the church:  In process.

· Looking for a more efficient copier:  Our current copier uses less energy and is more efficient overall.
· Electrical energy audit suggestions will be put in the 2010 capital budget.

Green renovation policy

The following policy was approved by the Board of Trustees at the meeting on 9/15/2009.  'In order for South Church to be a truly Green Sanctuary, when making decisions about building improvements, renovations and purchasing, it is understood that environmentally sustainable options will always be considered and given priority.'

Our new purchasing policy has begun to show dividends in the most hoped for pattern.  Our congregants are sharing new ideas with each other and the wider community.  As an example we held a “zero waste” Chili Fest as a fund raiser on New Years Eve.  All of the utensils and service items were made of compostable products or were our own washable items.  Less than 2 pounds of landfill was created by cooking and serving over 300 meals.  The thirty plus volunteers from church were all trained in the composting concept so that they could properly help our patrons.  

We have recently purchased a new low VOC carpet for the Sanctuary. The carpet pad is made of recycled fiber and is recyclable. In addition, the glue used was environmentally friendly. Prior to the policy being approved, the Church Administrator was making sustainable choices whenever possible without a formalized policy. Now the policy is institutionalized and the choices are clearer.  

Environmental Justice

Holiday Alternative Gift Bazaar

An Alternative Gift Bazaar has been designated an annual event and has been held on the first weekend of Dec. 2008 and 2009 .  Alternative Gift catalogs were made available.  The catalogs listed many social and environmental justice projects in which people could donate holiday gifts on someone’s behalf rather than giving them material gifts.  There were also several vendors selling many fair trade gifts made in third world countries that go to help people in those countries. For example: Bead for Life helps women in Niger; Rubia works with women in Afghanistan; Rain is involved with cooperatives in Sahal and the Sahara.  In addition to the profits made at the Bazaar, this helped to build the reputation of South Church in the community as a church that is concerned about environmental and social justice and to build relationships with specific individuals in the community.  

Selling Equal Exchange Products and Fundraising for Sustainable Harvest International

We sold Equal Exchange(EE) fair trade coffee, tea, cocoa and chocolate at Coffee Hour once a month in 2008. Equal Exchange offers fair trade products produced by democratically run farmer coops in Latin America, Africa and Asia.  Coffee is shade-grown, thus helping the environment by not cutting down trees. We served Equal Exchange coffee at the South Church kitchen auction and had educational displays of Equal exchange and Sustainable Harvest International (SHI).

SHI is an organization that has planted more than 2.6 million trees, converted thousands of acres to sustainable uses and has worked with more than 1850 families throughout Central America implementing alternatives to slash-and-burn farming, the leading cause of rainforest destruction in the region.

 
We received a donation of fair trade bouquets of roses by Transfair around Valentine’s Day and were able to sell them and use the profits for SHI.   A special collection for SHI was taken at our 2008 Earth Day service.  South Church members were encouraged to use SHI as an Alternative Gift Giving organization for Christmas 2008 and 2009 which gave members the opportunity of “shopping” for environmental justice and to practice responsible consumption, while developing further the relationship with SHI.
We were able to collect over $2000 for SHI in 2008 and instead of donating the funds to plant trees, we were able to provide the majority of support for the families supported by SHI in the town of Boom Creek, Belize.

Other outcomes included establishing a relationship with SHI that will likely lead to a pen pal program between children at South Church and children in a school sponsored by a US church in Boom Creek.  We had two volunteers who took over the sale of EE products for all of 2009 and another 2 people have volunteered to continue this in 2010 thus spreading the “green” work to people beyond the GS Team.  SC members learned about the importance of fair trade products and continue to purchase them at church or locations outside of the church.

Trees R UUs/Pepperidge Woods Project Report 

Pepperidge Woods is an “affordable” housing community built on a sand pit in Barrington, NH with 44 affordable, manufactured homes built with energy star insulation and appliances.  The Community Loan Fund is the manager with the goal of eventually turning the community management over to the home owners.

South Church: Green Sanctuary and Outreach Associates (Social Justice group) worked together on a sustainability/environmental project which began with harvesting tree saplings in the Fall of 2007, a church intergenerational project with an eye toward planting in the spring of 2008 in a local area that needed greening.

A South Church member serendipitously identified the Pepperidge Woods(PW) Community as a possible place for spring planting. This member is a resident of PW and she organized the PW community to receive and participate in an event which the GS team and the Outreach Associates developed.  The project grew from the proposed planting of the13 originally harvested saplings into a much larger planting session.  St. John’s Episcopal Church donated many more saplings and on the day of the event, over 50 South Church members brought in and donated numerous planting materials.  Some 25 people, including our minister and her husband, from South Church participated directly in the Day of Planting.  Pepperidge Woods residents including children welcomed us and participated. Community involvement and good will were generated by and through this experience.

The PW South Church contact person made sure that residents continued to keep up the watering of the plantings through out the summer.  Another family living in PW started coming to South Church feeling strongly that any church that would have so many members take the time and effort for such an event/project must be a place that she would want to be a part of.

Members of the planting team felt the kind of investment in this project that brings forth other ideas about how to continue the relationship.  The June 1, 2008 event/project was heralded in the media and a photo essay was on view at South Church.  “Pepperidge Woods” has become code for social action and community involvement around South Church.

 
Accomplishment of Program Goals
Build Awareness of Societal Environmental Issues among UU’s

Our worship at the 2008 Earth Day Arbor Day service increased knowledge about the importance of trees to the environment.  By learning about Sustainable Harvest International awareness was gained about the difficulties of farmers in Central America, the importance to the farmers learning and using sustainable agricultural methods and the importance of us supporting them by supporting the organization and buying shade grown fair trade products.

Our religious education programs increased awareness of environmental issues while building community as follows: 

· Oil Before Food lecture: the connection between oil and our food system and how that hurts our environment, for example, the long distance most of our food travels.

· Home Energy Audit: How to make our homes more energy efficient to cut carbon emissions.

· Frances Moore Lappe lecture and book signing: having courage and acting to make positive changes in the world.

· The Arctic Tale: The impact of climate change on wildlife in the Artic.

· Creek Farm: the effect of invasive plants on our environment.

· David Korten lecture and book signing: Moving from Empire to Earth Community by changing our stories.

Our sustainable living activities brought awareness of the impact of climate change/global warming and how we could implement the changes in our Oil and Electric Audits to reduce the church’s carbon emissions.  Establishing a Green renovation and capital improvement policy helped to educate the Board on the importance of making sustainable choices.

Generate Commitment for Personal Lifestyle Changes

Prior to starting the Green Sanctuary program, the Ministry for Earth group at South Church had an extensive program to educate the congregation about how their carbon emissions could be reduced.  Over 100 families committed to the 1-2-3 program and over 30 families completed an extensive questionnaire which gave recommendations and helped them to quantify the amount of CO2 they have reduced in their households.  When asked in the fall of 2009, the impact of the Green Sanctuary program on them, many replied that they are still doing the things like driving more slowly that were suggested indicating their continuing concern for reducing their carbon emissions.
Many members of the congregation now regularly purchase fair trade sustainably grown products either at church where they are sold once a month or at health food and grocery stores.  More people are purchasing more socially and environmental responsible gifts purchased at the Alternative Gifts Fair in Dec. which includes sustainably produced products and the profits go directly to environmental and environmental justice organizations.  There is a higher awareness of these options at holiday times.

Many people are eating more local, sustainably grown food products.  Having a discussion on Friendly food/ethical eating and co-hosting the 50 – Mile Thanksgiving with Slow Food Seacoast brought information and awareness to food choices.

During the last 2 years sustainability has become a major issue in Portsmouth and there is a good feeling among some congregants that South Church is supporting it and is a prominent participator in the wider sustainability efforts in the New Hampshire seacoast region.  The Green Sanctuary Program has deepened the inspiration of many individuals to make changes in their personal lives.  Others reported that they initiated changes apart form the GS program but that it was great to have the appreciation and support of the congregation with them. These changes included:

· A member of the GS Team was the chair of the 50th Alumni Reunion at the University of NH and sustainability was selected as the theme.

· a woman who installed a geothermal heating system in her home.

· a woman who built a passive solar home.

· a reporter who started a column in the Portsmouth Herald, our local newspaper, entitled “Earth Matters” featuring articles on local efforts for sustainability.

· a real estate agent who started recycling in her office and produced a newsletter on sustainability.

· a man who was the first LEED certified realtor north of Boston and started a green commercial real estate business.

· a man who co- hosts the “Environmental Show” on our local Portsmouth radio station

· a man who as part of his job at the Maine Cooperative Extension has obtained a grant to train high school students to teach middle school children about sustainability

· a woman who is involved with organizing a local Farmer’s Market

· a couple who donated a bike rack for South Church which  is widely used by members of the congregation.

· a woman who got the Historic District Commission in Portsmouth to approve putting solar hot water panels on an historic home. 

Motivate UU’s to Community Action on Environmental Issues

Many South Church members and friends have become active in environmental and sustainability organizations that are committed to community action throughout the NH/Maine seacoast area.  The organizations include: 

· Piscataqua Sustainability Initiative

· Interfaith Sustainability Team – Piscataqua Area

· Durham Energy Committee

· Portsmouth Blue Ribbon Committee on Sustainability

· Slow Food Seacoast

The GS Team forwards emails on taking action on environmental issues to our Green email list.  We were involved with Just Democracy, a pilot 501 (4c) Organization affiliated with the UU Service Committee.  They were co-sponsors of a Forum on Climate Change prior to the 2008 Election at the University of NH.  Our minister spoke about environmental justice and climate change as a spiritual issue.  We have provided information on Farmer’s Markets and Community Supported Agriculture and many South Church members participate in them.

Build a Connection between Spiritual Practice and Environmental Consciousness

Our 2008 Earth Day service is described in the first paragraph of the first section.  Our 2009 service had a theme of friendly food/ethical eating with a sermon by Professor John Carroll on “The Soul of Food”.  

Build Awareness of and Rectify Environmental Injustices
Our environmental justice projects increased awareness and helped to rectify injustices: 

· Our Trees R UU’s project brought awareness of the need to help people in an affordable housing development to plant trees and plants and the positive effect of working on a community project.  In addition to adding beauty and environmentally beneficial plants and trees, people in the development took responsibility for maintaining them.
· The sale of Equal Exchange products brought awareness of the difficulties of farmers in third world countries and the importance of sustainable farming techniques.  We contributed to profits for Equal Exchange which helps the farmers.  Fund raising for Sustainable Harvest International brought attention to needs of farmers in Central America and our funds went to help sponsor some families in the town of Boom Creek, Belize to learn about sustainable farming practices, to improve their ability to support themselves and improve their economic lives.  

· At the Alternative Gift Bazaar, awareness of the situations of people in third world countries was brought to our attention in the Alternative Gift Catalog and from the vendors supporting various communities around the world.  Our purchases helped is a small way to rectify injustices.

Program Evaluation
Most important benefit to congregation as a result of GS program:

The Green Sanctuary program provided the structure to engage the congregation in many activities and to go through the process of changing the culture.  As part of an official UUMFE/UUA program the GS Team had more visibility and clout to provide the platform for conversation about green issues.

Most difficult or challenging part of program:
In an active church like ours, using a small group of “advisors” on the GS Team has been effective in making the larger changes we are looking to do.  We have had difficulty maintaining members on the GS Team due to the unusually wide range of engaging opportunities available within the church and the wider community and therefore have resorted to the model of “advisory” members.  However, each project produces volunteers for the event, but long term attachment to the committee has been challenging.

It has been difficult to get communication from the religious education for children and youth because of time constraints for RE Director and members of the Religious Education Council.  We understood that some activities were going on such as the Green Web Workshop. During the time of our Green Sanctuary process, our RE Director was on a sabbatical for 6 months and then resigned to continue her education.  We have been able to engage with the new Interim RE Director and expect to have more communication and participation from the children.  On the positive side, the Intergenerational Activities have flourished as described earlier.

Positive changes in congregation’s culture:

Many members are thinking about sustainability in their church activities and activities outside the church.   Several people have stated that members of the GS Team are their “conscience” relative to green issues.  There is increased consciousness of the 7th Principle.  

Individuals and committee chairs have asked GS members about the most sustainable options.  For instance, in preparation for a Chili Fest fund raiser at the church on New Year’s Eve given the potential number of people to be served, we were asked for the most sustainable options for disposable bowls and cups.  As a result, members of the GS Team combined knowledge and action to work with the One World Store in Portsmouth to obtain compostable items and to develop a direct contact to order from the manufacturer or the store for future events.

Without any initiation from anyone from the GS Team, at a meeting about  refreshments at Coffee Hour with the HIN1 flu a concern, there was a discussion about the sustainable downside of using packaged products(for health reasons) instead of home made foods without packaging.

Intentions/aspirations to live out GS commitments:

We will continue in 2010 to have a theme of Friendly Food/Ethical Eating.  We have activities that we expect will continue on a regular basis:

· Selling Equal Exchange products and donating the profits to Sustainable Harvest International or coming up with another way to raise money for SHI.
· Earth Day Service

· Likely will have the 50-Mile Thanksgiving at South Church


· Alternative Gift Bazaar

We now have a green building renovation and capital improvement policy that will guide future changes to the church.

We will be continuing and/or completing some activities not fully completed in our Green Sanctuary Action plan:

· Blessing of the Animals service

· Wording in the Vision/Mission of the church re: sustainability and environmental aspirations.  This may be done while our Interim Minister is here in 2010-2011 but might not occur until we have a new settled minister.
· Something in the Order of Service, like the Green Sanctuary logo to indicate we are a Green Sanctuary

· Implement the changes recommended in the PSNH Lighting Audit.
· Begin the re-calculation of the building’s carbon footprint after most audit changes are completed.  A year’s worth of data will have to be collected.
· Not in our original plan, but in 2009 “The Better World Shopping Guide” was sold at cost and that will be continued in 2010.  It is a guide for socially and environmentally responsible consumers.

We will be adding new activities as they come up.  Some of activities that are being considered for 2010 are:

· Celebrating becoming a Green Sanctuary

· Starting Pen Pal relationships with children from South Church with children at the grade school in Boom Creek, Belize, the location of families we help to support through SHI.

· Building interest in a Smaller World service trip to Boom Creek.

· Having a vegetable garden either on the church grounds or at the RE Director’s home where children can grow vegetables.  Some of these could be served at the 50-Mile Thanksgiving. 

· Some educational project(s) focusing on Friendly Food/Ethical Eating such as initiating another Menu for the Future class or conducting informational and/or cooking classes for using local sustainably grown food.
· Encouraging the use of compostable products at large events where washable plates, etc. are not practical.

· A five year sustainability plan for Portsmouth is being organized by the Portsmouth Sustainability Initiative, Portsmouth Listens and the City’s Blue Ribbon Committee on Sustainability.  Some members of South Church will participate in developing the plan and there may be opportunities to participate in some of the plan(s) that come out of it.

On-going role of congregation in the wider community relative to environmental activities and the impact of being a recognized Green Sanctuary in community
South Church has become recognized as an environmental leader in our wider community because of the numerous activities we have sponsored and co-sponsored.  Being an official Green Sanctuary will embellish our reputation in the community and the members of the congregation will take pride in that designation.

Through the relationships we have developed with other sustainability organizations in the wider community, we anticipate that we will be co-sponsoring or participating in future events with some of these organizations which include Slow Food Seacoast, Seacoast Local, Seacoast Eat Local, RiverRun Bookstore, the Piscataqua Sustainability Initiative and the Interfaith Sustainability Team which includes representatives from UU, Presbyterian, Congregational, Quaker Friends, Bahai, Buddhist faith communities. 

Green Sanctuary


The Unitarian Universalist Ministry for Earth


1034 SW 13th Avenue


Portland, OR 97205


(503) 595-9392
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